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ADVERTISEMENT; 



A religious thought^ simply and point-, 
edly expressed in a single sentence^ is 
often found to. touch the hearty when a 
whole page of argument would fail — It 
ifi principally with this view^^ that the fol- 
lowing selection of '^ occasional thoughts '' 
has been made from, the diary of the de- 
ceased Author^ 

This little book makes its first appear- 
ance on the spot which, was. the last scene 
of his pastoral labours, and it seeks the 
fitvour and protection of all those wha. 
once knew^ and still cherish the rememtr- 
brance of their departed friends, 

November, 1833,^ 
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There is a very common< disposition iii > 
.men,, to enquire into the' designs of GodV 
dealings^ and when this curiosity leads them 
to acknowledge his wisdom and benevo^ 
knee, the effect is good. 

But, unfortunately, this is not always the 
resultof their speeulations.^-AVben they can* 
not imagine a probable purpose, they are 
apt to ascribe the event to chance ; and 
when a dispensation is attended with what 
to them appeaBfr evil^. they sometimes do 
still worse, and murmur at God's severity.— 

Now to counteract tUs latter tendency, let 
every maa endeavour to do two things-;;; 
first, let him lay it down as a certain truths 



that whatever God does, mmt be wise, and 
just, and good; and whether he can un- 
derstand His dealings or not, at all events, 
let him humbly submit to them, under the 
full conviction that this is their character. 
Secondly, accustom yourselves rather to 
the contemplation of. those circumstances, 
in which God's wisdom, justice, and good- 
ness are clearly manifest — these you will 
find to afford ample employment, and am- 
ple subject for love, gratitude and adoration. 
. Do not ask, why did God not create me 
an angel ? — ^but, why did He create me a 
reasonable being ?-r— He might have made 
rae like the "beasts that perish,''— why 
then did he make me of so much higher a 
nature, &c. ? — ^Do not ask, why did He 
knake me liable to punishment ? — but, why 
did He make me capable of salvation ? — ^Why 
did He redeem me, when I might justly 
have been left to perish in my sins ? — Why 
has he not cut me off in the midst of my 
transgressions ?— 'Why does be warn me to 
repent ?^-»&Ci &c« 



Sucb questions^ which can be answered 
only by a confession of the unspeakable 
riches of divine mercy^ must promote piety^ 
humility and contentment* 



Hope, steadily pursues her even course 
towards heaven^ while presumption and 
despair^ on either side, in vain endeavour 
to impede her, by representing, the one, that 
there are no difficulties in her road, the 
other, that it is impassable. 



It is absolutely necessary to the existence 
of morality, of good order, of friendship, 
of society, of any comfort or security in the 
world, that we should believe in a future 
life-— can it be possible then, that this doc- 
trine should not be true ? — can it be possi- 
ble that it should be necessary, for the well- 
being and happiness of mankind, to believe 
« fief- 



There must be a morality, a piety, in 
faith :— *If we could actually see and hetar 



■ 

God, what effort would there be in obeyifl^^ 
Him ? — Who would dare to disobey ? — What 
irud wouldMt be f — Who would be so mad, 
as to fly in the face of so powerful a Beiag? 
—You would not oiTend a more powerful 
man, if he were present and prepared to 
revenge the ' insult. 

Some Christians are of opinion, that the 
suggestions of the Holy Spirit are irresis- 
tible — I do not believe this, any more thaa 
I believe that those of the evil spirit are 
irresistible. 

The case appears to me to be this; — that 
both- are continually presenting to the mind 
of man, the one, good thoughts, the other, 
wicked ones, and that it fas bustneiis to 
choose between them^ He is, as it were, 
a spectator of a combat, who cannot long 
remain neutral, but must give his prefer- 
ence to one party or the other; the longcF 
he continues undeddedj the more difficult 
will it be to come to a determination ; and 
the longer he has been enlisted under tho 



iumn^rs of one of tbe combalants, the more 
difficvlt will it be to separate from him^ and 
go over to the other. 



Milner ( History of the Church of Christ 
irol. 6| page 146) calls ''the Cross/' <nhe 
constant attendant, in some shape or other, 
on trne religion/'— We do not sufficiently 
consider that thi» is a necessary concomi^ 
tant of Christianity *, — ^but it must be so, or 
our blessed Saviour misrepresented the 
matter to his Disciples ;--«^^ If any man 
'will come after me, let him deny himself> 
OMd take tg^ his cross duib/, and follow me." 
We ewmothe christians, if we go on smooth- 
ly and easily without any cross, — all, "who, 
will live godly in Christ Jesus, must suffer 
peniecntion"— We wt«f be crossed by afflic- 
tion, or redicule, or an evil temper, or mel- 
ancholy, or lust, or the bad fashions of the 
world, — in short, by something or other, 
which will verify the expressions, that 
'^straight is the gate and narrow is the way 
that leadeth unto life," and that " through 
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much tribulation we must enter : 
Kingdom of Heaven." He, who meets with 
no obstacles in his path, may be very sure 
that he has mistaken his road. 

The best musician in vain plays upon the 
beys of the most excellent organ, if there 
be no wind to excite the sounds; but when 
the inspiring air breathes through the whole 
frame of the instrument, then his skill 
takes effect, and delightful music is pro- 
duced. So the most powerful and impress 
sive preacher will to no purpose exhaust 
his eloquence on a miin of the best natural 
disposition, unless the Holy Spirit assists 
his efforts by his own pervading .influence, 
and impresses .upon the man's heart those 
words, which would, otherwise, have no 
power to animate it.. 

\Vhat an important event is the conclu- 
sion of life I — his fate now decided for ever, 
whom good and evil spirits have been so long 
striving to draw in opposite directions !— 



when yi 
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len you are conscious of any sin, 
try to find a single excuse for it ; — leave that 
to God ;■ — rather aggravate it as much as 
you can, but with regard to your neigi 
iour's sins, do exactly the contrary. 



The Calvinists, at a loss how to reconcile 
the horrible doctrine of Reprobation with 
the Justice or mercy of God, tell us, that it 
is for his^/ory, that be dooms the greater 
part of mankind to everlasting perdition. 
But God requires no addition of glory ; and 
if he did, such is not the glory that, wchave 
reason to think, he delights in. Has he 
made all this beautiful creation, supplying 
it with all good things out of the storehouse 
of his bounty, and providing for the joy 
and happiness of all the creatures that move 
in it, and can it be consistent with the same 
goodness, purposely to design for eternal 
wretchedness the most excellent of his 
works, "made after his own image," and 
that, solely, for a display of his Glory ? " The 
Psalmist had aditfcrentnotion of the source 
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ef glory^ whea he askedj ^^ WUy baaBitst thoa 
tbyBdf, thou TyraDt, that ^bou cwui do 
mieiMtfy whereas the goodness of God en« 
dureth yet daily ?''~^The Psalmist thought 
it strange"' says the pious and ingeuioua 
Norris ^^ that any man should value himself 
foy being able to do mischief^ when Ood 
esteemeed it hia Glory to do good." I ad* 
mire those words of our excellent and 
orthodox Liturgy* " And for the Glort of 
Thg flame turn from us all those evils that 
we most righteously have deserved.'* 



Man is often tossed about in the troubled 
waters of affliction ;-*-but they are waters 
of Bathesda^ troubled by an Angd of God^ 
and healing by their very agitation. 



Can man in his natural and unr^enerate 
state think a good thought ? — Many divines 
answer^ no*— our Homilies assert the same — 
But if not, why blame any one for not being 
converted? — ^it is not his fault: — ^forthe Holy 
Spirit has not pat the derire of it into his 
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heart — "Yes,' he has, '* they reply, "but 
the man resisted that desire^' — ^Tben it must 
have been left to his own choj^ce, whether 
he would carry into effect, or not, the wish 
thus instilled into him ? — " Surely " — But 
would not the riffht choice have been a good 
thought ? — aud would not this good thought 
have been from himself? — if not I say again, 
it is not his fault that he is not converted ; 
but if it would be his own fault, then the 
divines say what is not true. In fact, we 
must admit, that the natural man is capable 
of some good thoughts, or we make him a 
mere machine, and exhortations would be 
addressed to him in vain : it would be non- 
sense to call on him to do what God does 
abmey but both reason and scripture allow, 
that he has the power in his own mind of 
deciding in favour of good or evil. 



What a comfort it is, in any affliction, to 
be able to unburthen the soul before God, 
and to feel fully assured that He is present 
to jour mind, enters into all your distress, 

B 
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and will impart the truest consolation, if 
you put your trust in Him!-— Oh! there 

• 

is a happiness in faith, which some little 
suspect: — ^^Lord, I believe; help Thou 
my unbelief! 
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Our Religion leaves room for unbelief;— 
if a man chooses to disbelieve, there are ob- 
jections for him to lay hold of; — pitiful 
ones, it is true ; but he hath something to 
say for himself, a sop, with which to quiet 
his treacherous conscience : —the means of 
self-deceit are granted. — ^There is every 
thing to satisfy " an honest and good 
heart; " — ^but there is enough to mislead 
those, who mil not believe — and surely 
they deserve to be misled. — If the man, who 
sees a sure and bright beacon before him, 
which would guide him in safety, chooses 
rather to follow those fickle wandering 
lights, that dance over swamps and mo- 
rasses, he deserves the destruction into 
which they will inevitably betray him 
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How appropriate were the heavenly signs 
that accompanied the birth and death of 
our Saviour ! —a bright star announced the 
arrival^ universal darkness made known 
the departure of Him, " the true light, 
which lighteneth every man that cometh. 
into the world.'* 



Many^ persons have no other idiea of sin, 
than that it consists in sensual indulgencies, 
and other open transgressions of the Law 
of God — But, surely, it is as sinful to live 
without prayer, without faith, without re- 
liance upon divine aid, without active 
charity, without improvement of the talents 
and opportunities of good, which God has 
bestowed. 



There are two sorts of men, those, who 
live in impenitence, and those, who have 
been brought to perceive their sins, and to 
repent of them ; the gospel addresses both 
in appropriate language; — to the one, it 
speaks in a tone of severity, to the other. 
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in that of gentleness and conciliation. — ^Tbe 
impenitent need to be admonished of their 
danger) — to them, therefore, it addresses 
threats and exhortations. The repentant, 
more sensible of their guilt, require en- 
couragement and consolation ; — for them, 
therefore, it abounds in expressions of mer- 
cy and forgiveness. — ^This it is of most es- 
sential consequence to observe, lest we 
should misapply the remedies intended for 
these opposite conditions. — ^We must not so 
employ the argument of God's mercy as to 
lead the impenitent to presume, nor so 
represent His anger against sin, as to shake 
the confidence of the repentant. 



There is much more hope for xm infidel> 
who Uvea as a Believer, than for a Believer 
who lives like an Infidel. 



On the Subject of salvation, let every 
man hope for others, and fear for himself; 
the one, will make him chaiitable, the 
other, humble. 



17 



Those, who content themselves with rc- 
solutions against sin, are like farmers, who 
put up scare-crows in their fields to deter, 
the birds from plundering—^For a little 
while, the practice may perhaps succeed in 
both cases ;r-^bttt the birds soon discover 
that the object of their terror is inanimate 
and harmless ; — and the lusts and tempta- 
tions, which assail the mind of man, are 
i^.t long kept in check by so feeble and ■. 
impotent an adversary as mere human re- 
solution. 



The very name of Jesus (Saviour) is with 
me a strong argument for the atonement : 
this name, so expressive, would not have 
been solemnly given, unless something, 
very peculiar to the person so designated, 
were intended by it. 



To those, who are happy without re- 
ligion I address myself: — Well, your time 
must come at last :-— What will you do • 
/Aw?—- Will you fly for comfort to the 



song, the laugh, the dance, the splendid 
entertainmeDt, the luxurious feast, the re- 
velry and joyousneas and gaiety of worldly 
society ? — Oil ! this would but add to your 
sufferings; — it would belike the mockery 
of triumph, the dance of death ; — it would 
be an insulting display of the pleasures, 
yon were about to lose — Will you then 
apply to religion ? — But when the foolish 
virgins went to buy oil, they obtained it too 
late, to be able to make any use of it ; — 
the door was shut before they returned — 
Be wise in time; — lay up provision against 
the hour of affliction ; — do not have to seek 
your food when the famine is come ; — but, 
like Joseph, foresee and prepare for it. 

Our blessed Saviour was crucified on the 
friday, and rose from the grave on the 
Sunday following, thereby (according to a 
method of computation usual with the 3ews) 
fulfilling his own prediction that he would 
rise again on the third day. — But the un- 
believer insists that this M'as tioi the third 
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day — Now this has always appeared to me 
extremely absurd, if it is meant as an 
objection to the truth of the resurrection — 
For if Christ really rose from the dead, 
it were as easy for him to do so, on one 
(lay, as on another : — if he did not, and 
the whole story be a fabrication, the Evan- 
gelist might as easily have said, that he 
rose on one day, as on another — So that 
there is not the slightest reason, in either 
case, why the event should not have been 
referred to that which was, in comtnai 
ilaogtiage considered as the third day.' 



What a high degree of menial cultivation 

Emust have existed in the age and country, 

Ito which Job belonged I — Read his Book 

I merely with a view to itspoetry and the 

tttformation it contains, end you will admire 

it more than that of any profane author on 

similar snbjccts — And yet this Book, in all 

probability, preceded the works ofHeslod-™ 

and Homer, by five or six hundred years N 
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John the Baptist said to the Pharisees 
ooDceniiog Qirist^ *' there staodeth oncr 
among yon^ whdm ye know not"-^Ho\«r; 
troly may the same words be addressed by 
Ministers to many among their audience ! — 
How many know not God, though ever 
present with them ! 



•M* 



All the world knows, that the Clergy of 
our Church '.are unhappily divided into two 
parties, the one being called evaugelical, , 
the other, moral Preachers, according as 
they insist mostly on the Redej^ption by 
Christ, or on the necessity of a virtuous 
life — Of course the true doctrine contains 
bpth faith and practice ;-*-aud I have no 
doubt whatever, that both parties are ready 
to acknowledge this— the only question is, 
which ought to be put in the most pro- 
minent place? — i am not going to argue 
this matter, but only to make one obser- 
vation in reply to those, who say, that the 
GoBpel makes more mention of morality, ; 
than of the atouementj and that we ought 
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therefore in our preaching to follow that 
pattern.— 'This argument appears to me 
not to be valid; — for, of course, it was 
not to be expected that our Saviour woald 
insist much on the efficacy of his sacrifice, 
before it had taken place; — ^it was natural 
that Ae should dwell more on the laws, by 
which he^ would have christians regulate 
their conduct — He left it to his apostles to 
expiate on the benefits of his death, after 
it had actually occurred — ^Tliis seems to 
me, to account very satisfactorily for the 
fact of their urging that topic more fre- 
quently^ and forcibly than He did — ^The 
christian commandments he had already 
delivered; — it remained for his apostles 
principally to declare, that obedience to 
them was only acceptable through faith in 
the merits of Him, who had, wnce their 
delivery, laid down his life as a ransom 
for sin. 



Christ is now, as much as at the first, 
**in the world, and the world was made 
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by hiai> yet the world knoweth him not"-^ 
But He JcDowB ts8 while we are as yet 
ig»ojant of £m/-^Wben Nathanael, at 
the invitation of Philip went to seek Himi 
he found that Jesus was already acquainted 
with himrr-May some one yet call those to 
come to Christy who at present know him 
not! 






It is same sign and effect of chdstiai) 
charity, to refrain from expressing to others 
Ube bad opinion you may entertain of a 
neighbour ; — ^but it is a mujch greater ad«» 
Tancementia that yirtue, not fo eniertaik 
the (jjmian at all^ but really in your own 
mind to pat the most favourable construc- 
tion upon every appearance— rNot to ^^ speak 
evil one of another'^ is something, when 
the propensity to scandal is so general ;-^ 
but how perfect and beautiful is that cha- 
rity, which *^ thinketh no evil," "believeth 
all things, and hcpeth al\ things!" 



Persons of very decent and respectable 
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characters are often guilty of evil thoughts 
and secret sins^ which they would not 
for the world hare exposed to the know^ 
ledge of good men, who would be shocked 
and disgusted at them : — think* then how 
they must appear in the sight of the Gtod' 
of holiness ! 



■* pi«i 



" Philip says to Nathanael, we have found 
him, of whom Moses in the Law and the 
Prophets did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the 
Son of Josepli— Arid Nathan ael said unto 
him, can there any good thing come out 
#f Nazareth ?— Philip saith unto him, come 
and see" — arid he* accordingly determined* 
to go in spite of his prefjudice^ and judge 
for himself— So a recent convert to Christi- 
anity goes to a friend, who has not yet 
** come to the knowledge of the truth," and 
declares how great benefit and- happiness 
he has found in his religion — ^The man 
asks, "Can any good- be derived from a 
religious life ? —Is it not all, sadness and me- 
lancholy? — has it any attractions ?*'— the 
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other replies^ ^^Come and see; — make the 
experiment ; — ^stady the christian religion 
and endeavour to practice it, &c." — Happy 
the man, who follows this advice as readily 
as Nathanael went to see Jesus ! whom he 
was immediately constrained, in spite of 
his former contempt, to salute as ^'the Son 
of God, the King, of Israel,*' — ^he shall 
soon find all his prejudices false, all his 
objections dispelled, and acknowledge the 
divine excellence of the gospel. 



The Samaritan Woman, whose immo- 
rality was detected by the heart-searching^ 
eye of our Saviour, felt assured, that he 
must be the Messiah, ^^Come,'' said she 
^^ see a man, who told me all things that ever 
I did ; is not this the Christ ?" — So when 
a man is convinced of sin, he may with 
equal reason ask, ^^ Is it not the Holy 
Spirit, who has disclosed to me all mine 
iniquities?'' — It surely is His operation 
alone ; for one of His peculiar offices is to 
** convince the world of sin.'* 
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Sentimental religion is veiy dangerous 
and deceitful: a man will sit down at bis 
ease and contemplate the greatness and 
goodness and wisdom of God^ the happi* 
ness of Heaven^ the wonders of Creation^ 
the excellence of the Gospel morality, but 
after all be no Christian^ sentimentality is 
a very easy and captivating thing, -^-wbereas 
true religion is, to the natural man, quite 
the contrary, both difficult and repulsive;-— 
talk to him of the fear of hell, conviction 
of sin, renewal of the heart, continual 
prayer, painful self-denial, hatred of the 
world, laborious exertions for the attain- 
ment of christian holiness, and ^^ presently 
he is offended.'' 



rr-T! 



The Prophets constantly declare that they 
are delivering the words of God " Thus 
aaith the Lord" is their common language. 
Now is it possible to believe that men, 
having such holy and pious design^, and 
teaching such pure precepts of religion, 
could have been such blasphemous liars^ 

c 
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as they must have been, if they were not 
thoroughly persuaded of their own inspi^ 
ration? See Jeremiah, ch. xxiii. v. 16, 
J7i 21, &c. for denunciations against 
those, who falsely pretented to this high 
mission. 



We are apt to imagine, that when our 
minds have no immediate occupation in 
the way of study or attention to business, 
or conversation, we may employ our 
thoughts upon any «ubject that we choose, 
so long as it is not actually sinful — For 
instance, when we are lying awake on our 
beds, or taking a solitary walk, or alone 
and unoccupied under any other circum- 
stances, we think that we may give the rein 
|o idle fancy, and indulge in every vision- 
ary and unprofitable speculation, which may 
amuse our lazy minds — But I verily believe 
that we shall have to give an account of the 
employment of our thoughts in these seasons 
of leisure; for we might have spent the time 
in the ^spiritual service of God, by religious 
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meditation, or prayer^ or praise, or repen- 
tance, or the exercise of faith; — and a» 
such leisure is the rery opportunity for 
these devotional employments, it must be 
just as sinful to neglect it, as to omit an 
occasion of doing good, or of practising 
any active duty of religion, when thrown 
in our way- How can. we pretend that 
our hearts and affections are set upon God, 
when we wilfully devote to the most trifling 
imaginations the best and most frequent 
opportunities we have £Dr communing with 
Him? — We do not suflBciently consider 
this; — indeed most of us do not consider it 
at all ; — but David has given us a better 
example, " have I not remembered Thee 
in my bed, and thought upon Thee when I 
was waking ? " — ^When I have leisure for 
reflection, may the Holy Spirit always ex- 
pel frona my mind all absurd and useless 
fancies, and in their stead suggest religious 
thoughts, concerning God, my. own Soul, 
Death, Judgement, Heaven, Hell, &c. 



MS 
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" Those who will not believe the remis- 
sion of fiins, on the account of scriptures, 
^tlll it is inwardly spoken or confirmed to 
them by a personal grants make no account 
of God's tvord^ and declare plainly, that 
they will not trust Hitn^ without his bond'' 

{A4ain*9prwat€ thought*,) 

This is a very just remark, and apt illus- 
tration, — ^yet, how many there are, who 
actually deay that a man can be in the 
way of salvation, until he has received this 
bond, which thev call assurance ! — I have 
known pious people made quite miserable, 
because they had not experienced, what 
they were taught by some to expect, an: 
express revelatitm to t&eir souls of their 
own forgiveness ! 



St. John xiv. 9. ^^ He that hath seen 
me, hath seen the Fatber/'^^Is it possible 
that the person who spoke these words, 
could have been an impostor ? — Could any 
man he so shockingly blasphemous ? — par- 
ticularly one, who taught a most holy re- 
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ligion ? This is an argatneot, wliich applia 
in numberless iustaoces; — it is well wortff 
while to consider oar blessed Sai 
language concerning himself with a view 
to this species of internal evidence, — you 
will find it very convincing. J 

Mere conscience and sincerity in errof, -' 
■when the truth might have been known, 
will not serve a man. — No man was ever 
more conscientious than St. Paul, when 
a Jew ; if therefore he was on that account 
entitled to salvation, he needed not to 
have been converted to Christianity. — In- 
deed, on this supposition, I could frame 
an universal religion iii one short sentence. 
" Be sincere in your professions, no matter 
what they are." 

St. John, X7. & xvi. Chap. — It is very 
striking to observe with what assurance 
our Saviour tells us of his going away, on 
the very evening in which lie was betrayed 
and seized — and he Dever savs that Gcd' 
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had iDformed him of those things which 
awaited him» 9& & oier^ human prophet 
would ;-^e apeaks 9^ oi kis own mtmtive 
koo^wl^dg^ ia fisu^t* A3 an omui^cieat Bei»g. 

Consider the magnificent preparations 
for the coming of tha Messiah; the lofty 

language of the prophets conceruing Him, 
the terms and epithets applied to Bim 
the power and knowledge ascribed to Him 
la the New Testament :—fte upon yo«j^ 
ye who profess to believe the Bible, aod 
yet think, that all these thing* are spoken 
of a mere man ! 



When the ann is hidden by clouda,, the 
day is less bright and cheerful ; -^bnt yoa 
are sure that he will re-appear^i and yot:^ 
will enjoy his light and heat the more, 
whei; he doe^.— rr^n the same way, thoijigh 
you should not always have an equajij^ 
lively and h(^ppy sense, of God's love and 
favour, yet doubt not; of the return of that: 
comforts aod^^bwyou aawtt eispcrienfie 
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it, yoor joy will be the greatar for your 
past depr easioQ. 



We are apt in our prayera to fied. as if 
we were addressing a Being at a great 
distance^ tUs ia wrong, and I think we 
lose some of the comliort of prayer in cob* 
sfiqxieDce.*T^<x^ider God fis. in tbe same 
room with yoi^ uay> m neater stHl,. ia the 
vwy c^utre of youj? owe heart.; -^a aotem.- 
nity, & CQofideace and a h«f^i>«!s will be 
diffii^ed ov^r your miod^ifrotttthks coaviction 
c£ His icaw^iate presefioe. 



^^ Qod dwelled iu n&a^d we in Him s""— 
How delightful to be. able in any d^free b» 
realise this, through fidth i 



I haw not the smalleat denbt; that God 
ccdAttfd tbeuAiFcarae aedi all thingsj diat.are 
therein ;,*<^ow then cm^ I: iMke the lease 
difficulty of bdieidog^ 4hAl^ he is always 
pceaeut with and auperinteadtng what He 
hee made! 



.■1 

If God had human feelings, bow indig- 
nant would he be, after having pi-ovided 
such means for our salvation, to find) ail 
his care despised. 

We are apt to tliinU that the duty of 
self-denial relates only to bodily indul- 
gence J — but there are many other cases; — 
a scholar may deny himself the pleasure- 
of reading Heathen. Books, if they unfit 
hiai for the enjoyment of the Bible and 
religious studies, or occupy too much 
time ; — a Parish Priest of a literary turn- 
may deny himself in the gratification of 
this taste, that he may have more leisure 
for devotional exercises, and doing good 
in the line of his profession : — &c. 

I have little ■ doubt that the redeemed 
in Heaven will be much happier than man- 
kind would have been, if there had been 
no fall from innocence — for, now, they 
will know what sin and misery and death 
and the fear of Hell are, the escape from. 
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all which will cause a great increase of the 
felicity actually enjoyed. 



How much superior is the meanest and 
most ignorant Christian to the greatest 
heathen Philosopher! — Consider the re* 
medy that he has against the evils o£ life 
and the fear of deatii^ his knowledge of 
God, his release from the dominion of evil 
passions, his comfort in the assistance of 
the Holy Spirit, his love of man, his en« 
joyment of prayer, &c. 



Mem : I wish at some time to draw as 
striking a picture as I can, of what the 
world would be, if there were no truth 
in religion, and every one knew that there 
was not; — the confusion of society and 
misery of individuals— -a most shocking 
Picture may be made of this subject. 



^he grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and the love of God, and the fellowship. 
of the Holy Ghosts be with ns all, ever* 



34 



more''— What most important things we 
here pray for! — ^Yet, I know no words in 
any of oar Church Services, that are ge- 
nerally more carelessly uttered^ er heard 
with nK)re indifference. — ^They pass for a 
mere winding up,r — as if the Clergyman 
said, ^rrhere^ it is all over 5 — come, let 
us shut up our books and be gone.! 
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O Lord, Thou art holy and we sinful ;— 
whatever we^ do of good is due to Thee, 
whatever of evil, springs from ourselves* 



I am not worthy, O Lord, that thou 
shouldest show me any favour, but Thy 
own son is worthy, for whom Thoa should- 
est do^this thing which I ask. 



How happy we sometimes are in prayer 
and meditation ! — Oh ! if we could always 
be so ! but this is too great a blessing to 
expect;— -let us be thankful that God 
sometimes grants us a foretaste of Heavenly, 
joy to comfort us in our nokournful Pilgri-^ 
mage. ■' 
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How many expressions there are in 
cpmmon use^ which though their meaning 
is seldom considered^ are yet undesigned 
acknowledgments of religious truths^ and^ 
from their being so proverbial, show at 
least that religion has a sort of current 
value among mankind ; viz. ^^The Lord 
knows how, or who, or when, &c. ;"— 
"Good bye ;"— (i. e. "God be with ye") 
" Adieu 5"— "God bless me;"— "If it 
please God-,"— "Thank God;"—" God 
forbid;" — "Lord have mercy;" — "Would 
to God;"— "A God-send."— &c. 



Oh ! beware how you ever resist a good 
thought, you are striving with the Spirit 
of God.—- Beware how you dally with an 
evil thought, you are tampering with Satan. 



Genesis 26th. The Philistines contended 
with Isaac and his people about the wells — 
compare this to the wicked people endea- 
vouring to drive others from the " Well of 
Life" by persecution, ridicule, &c. Perse- 



vere, and, like Is&ac, you will find room at 
last} your enemies will desist from their 
opposition. 

The shortness of life is sometimes com- 
plained ofj~but since it ta long enough to | 
prepare for Heaven or Hell, it is happy for , 
maiUvind on both accounts that it is no 
loiiger. 

The smaUent work that proceeds fmm ' 
faith or the love of God, or charity to man, 
is of great importance in the sight of God, 
tiiough it seem insigniGcaiit to us; the 
greatest and most admired, nay, most be- 
neficial action, springing from none of 
these notions, though the world may 
applaud, is of no estimation with God. 

How could we dare to entertain hopes 
of Heaven, if the promise of it were not 
revealed ? — How can we dare to despair of 
it, now that the promise iaa beett revealed} 
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Draw a pictare of a family, where the 
father is religious ; and contrast it with 
that of one, where the father is a drunkard: 
love, order, industry, cleanliness, happi- 
ness on the one side ; — on the other, strife, 
confusion, idleness, filth, misery. 



If the works of a watch are out of order, 
it is no use to be continually setting the 
hands — they will soon be wrong again ;— 
you must apply to the watchmaker to re- 
pair the interior mechanism, by which the 
bands are moved. — So, it is to no purpose 
for a vicious man to be now and then at- 
tempting some little reformation in his 
external conduct ; — he must pray for the 
renewal of his hearty and then his life will 
proceed correctly ! 



O God, purify my polluted heart, strength- 
en my weak heart, confirm my irresolute 
heart, raise my sinking heart, encourage 
my trembling heart, soften my stony heart, 
enlighten my dark heart, comfort my af- 
flicted heart, warm my cold heart* 
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What an admirable histHution is christi'^ 
anrty for the teaching and preservation of 
morality among mankind !— The value and 
importance of the priesthood are in this 
respect incalculable— over every little dis*- 
trict a person presides, whose duty and 
business it is to persuade the people, by 
exhortation and instruction, to holiness 
and piety — ^Was there ever any thing similar 
in any other religion? — ^The Heathen Priests 
did not preach, their whole business was to 
sacrifice and perform other ceremonies ;— 
they had nothing to do with improving the 
morals of the people.-— We cannot suffici- 
ently estimate the advantages of the sab- 
bath, and the ministeriar order, nor be 
sufficiently thankful to God for those most 
wise and merciful institutions. 



We should endeavour by previous medi- 
tation to excite in our minds a sense of the 
solemnity of our engagement, when we are 
about to pray — Remember, prayer is either 
nothing, or it is a most serious thing ;— 



if DO God sees or overhears us, it is no- 
thing ;— if we are ad it ressing ourselves to the 
omuipresent Creator and Governor of the 
world, how ran we be sufficiently impressed 
with the imiiortaiice of what we are about? — 
away with indiffcren ce and lisUessnesa 
Bnd wandering thoughts on such an occa- 
sion ! — We may judge of our faith by our 
feeling in prayer. 

Do not satisfy yourself with thinking 
that you endeavour to do your duty, when 
the opportunities occur; — but continually 
meditate how you may serve God or do 
good to man ; — ■seek for 
make them. 



"Whatsoever ye shall ask in prayi 
believing, ye shall receive" — Faith 
lutely necessary to prayer; — you would 
not ask a favour of man, unless you be- 
lieved that it was in his power to bestow 
it, and that he might be moved by your 
entreaties,— «o, in addressing God ;— no 
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man praysy unless he has faith;— he may use 
a form of tvordsy but there is no prayer in 
his mind. 



When any one is speaking evil of his 
neighbour^ how confounded and ashamed 
would he be^ if he were to turn round and 
see the person close by him overhearing 
all his remarks! — Chd overheats! 



God would rather see us actively en- 
gaged in works of charity, than all the 
day long on our knees before Him, how- 
ever devout. 



There are wonderful and most important 
things always going on in the world of 
qnritSy things, too, in which we are greatly 
interested 5 — Oh ! what fools are we to be 
such triflers, and so careless of our own 
welfare. 



O God, since Thou art so good to me, 
make me desire and rejoice to be instni- 
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mental in conveying thy blessings, parti- 
cularly thy spiritual ones, to my fellow-' 
creatures. 



^^What bast thou that thou didst not 
receive?" — ^Therefore be thankful for every 
thing, be proud of nothing, freely connnu- 
uicate to others a share in those advantages 
which God has freely bestowed on thee. 



^^WhCTC two or three are gathered to- 
gether in my nanie, there am I in the midst 
of them '* — Is not this the same as to say, 
^^ I am an omniscient and omnipresent 
Spirit ?*' — and yet this was said, while He 
was in the flesh upon the earth ; — surely 
He was Emanuel, God with ns ! " 



•*Mr. Hart in his hymBS5 often repre- 
sents faith as consisting in a belief that 
Christ died far f»« in particular;— which- 
being no proposition of scripture, can only 
be dbrectJy known, by a new revelation 5— 
This opens a door to delusion— ^^ny ase 
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coofident, whose lives prove their i 
deuce to be presumpticm ; — and many are 
cast down for want of this coo&detice, 
concluding; themselvea unbelievert because 
they have it not, whose faith is, notwith- 
standing, proved to be Uvinf and saving, 
by its proper fruits."— from a letter of 
Rev. Thomas Scott, in his life, p. 339^ 
5th edition. 

I am giad to find Mr. Scott expressing 
himself thus ; — there is a great deal of 9iich 
presumptuous confidence and of such uor- 
reasonable dcjectiim to be met with iu the 
world — not a few most unscripturally, and 
oftea DDcharitably, form their judgment 
of a person's being in a state of talvatitKt 
or perdition, by such delusive signs. 

How zealous iu endeavouring to convert 
others ought he to be, who is tfaankfol for 
his own conversion ! — Let him only reflect, 
what he once was, what he might now have 
been, to what danger exposed, of what 
bleseinga ignoraat !— was not this a great 
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stimuiDs to St. Paul'* zeaU— "For I ara 
tfae least of the apostlos, that am not meet 
to be called an apostle, because I persiecutcd 
the ohurch of God — But by the grace of 
God I dm what I am; — and his grace 
wbiuh was bestowed on me, was not 
vaia, but I labmired more abundaatlg 
they all." 
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God is capable only of goodness ;- 
Devil (Hi)y of sin; — Man of both; — Brutea 
' o€ neither. 

How many arc always fearing that ei 
tietne in regard to reKgiou, which is least 
likely to happen, and least censurable, or 
Bhiful nrhen it does ! — they fear eotbusiasm, 
over-rigbceousness, too iateuse devotiou, 
abstraction from worldly concerns, negleet 
of worldly business, and such like — I 
fear formality, coLdi>es8, inditlerence, wod< 
ly mtndedness, low estimates of reli 
absorption in business, &c. 
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Read and consider well the following" 
passage, Eph. i. 19. to ii. 7- It is a very 
striking one, representing the quicken* 
ing of the believer (i. e. the conversion of 
man}as a work, which, for the power and 
goodness of God displayed therein, may 
be compared to the resurrection of Christ 5 
I am indeed inclined to conclude, from the 
representations of scripture, that it requires 
an exceeding great power to rescue us 
from the dominion of sin, and Satan — Ok 
how we commonly under-rate the subject i 
we think it so easy to be saved : — and yet 
God sent his Son into the world to "destroy 
the works of the Devil,** and the Holy 
Spirit is necessarj' to ensure our success, 
and we "wrestle not with flesh and Wood,'*^ 
and the "angels rejoice over one sinner 
that repenteth !'*&c. — After having detailed 
some particular duties of the christian life, 
St. Plaul in conclusion (Eph. vi. 10. &e.) 
returns again to the difficulty of the work 
that we have to accomplish, and »ums ivp 
all in language that ntost forcibly expresses 
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his sense of that difficulty;— -"finally, my 
brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the 
power of his might, &c,' 
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Some weak people have a sui>ersitiou» 
fear of spirits, when left alone in the 
dark :— are you not ever afraid in the day 
time, of being left alone with the Devil ? — 
go seek a friend, a companion, in God ! 



The simile of a rock is often uted in 
scripture to illustrate some attribute or 
quality of God and our Saviour; — as *' the 
Lord is my rock ;"•— 4, e* my strength^ my 
support, firm and stedfast ; — " the shadow 
of a great rock in a weary Iand,"(Jsa. xxxii. 
2.)i* e. a shelter firom the heat of temp- 
tation, persecution, and affliction : — a "rock 
of pffence,''again8t which unbelievers stum-i 
ble; — fitc.-— I will apply it in a new way—* 
Christ is as a rock standing out as a barrier 
against the raging waves ; he, who steers 
his vessel cautiously and skilfully through 
the stormy sea of life may find shelter 
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under this rock) and there remain in 
aecuriCy; — but he^ who blindly, rashly^ 
carelessly or presumptuously disregards 
the danger, is driven upon it and suffers 
ftbipwrecky where he might have found 
bis best refuge^ 



In the parable of the labourers in the 
vineyard, it was no fault in any of them 
that they stood so much of the day idle ; — 
for tl^y had purposely put themselves in 
the way of employment by going to the 
market place^ but uo one had hired them.— « 
Men often abuse the doctrine of this par-* 
able to the encouragement of their own 
idleness in religion H-^ut who can say that 
be has received no call to labour in the 
vineyard of the Gospel till late in life }*^ 
no man, who has '^ stood in the market 
place;" no man, who has put himself in 
the way of being called ;-«Hao man, who 
bas attended on the preaching of the gos« 
pel, and used the means of grace-*'^ There* 
fore they are without excuse. 
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Those, who hold the calvinistic doctrines 
of election and pepseverance, say, it is ne- 
cessary for their ctrmfort that they shonid 
think in this way; I have read this in 
some of their writings ; — and so of course 
it must be a great comfort, to be thus per- 
suaded of your own infallible security. — 
But that is no argument in favour of the 
truth of these doctrines; — a wicked man 
finda it necessary for his comfort to believe 
that there is no God, or no Hell, he. 



Maxims of immense importance to be 
attended to throughout life : — 

1. — Remember that your great and prin- 
dpal object is not in this world, but lies 
beyond the grave. 

2. — Let your whole l^e be religious ; — 
you have not a moment of idle or useless 
time in regard to the concerns of your 
soul — Let this sentiment influence your 
most ordinary thoughts and conversation. 
I. — Live not toyourself, but to thegloryof 
LCodj and the good of your fellow-creatures. 
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A man asks^ '^ cannot I be saved without 
going regularly to churchy" &c. ? — this is 
not the right view of the matter — I say, 
*' you cannot be saved, unless you are 
religious ; — and if you are religious, you 
will not fail to delight in public worship, 
&c. — [n this view, you cannot be saved 
without going regularly to church." 



. People not void of religion sometimes 
object to the introducing of religious con- 
versation in company; — they say it is inju- 
dicious, bad taste, unseasonable — certainly 
it may be done in an injudicious way, par- 
ticularly, when it is only casting pearls 
before swine — but that the practice is ob- 
jectionable, is so extraordinary a notion, 
considered as a general maxim, that I am 
astonished to think it should be so com- 
monly entertained — are these things true? — 
are they really of the utmost importance to 
all of us ?— do we so regard them ? — are 
they the uppermost subjects in our minds? — 
and yet it is bad taste to talk of them ! — Sup- 
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pose a whole town were sofferiDg under 
some dangerous dUease^ and a few persons 
knew an effectual mode of cure, or were 
acquainted with a Physician, who would 
undertake to heal all the sick ; — would it 
be injudicious in them to mention these 
things in society^ or to exhort the sufferers 
to use the remedies and to apply to the 
Physician ? — It is want of faith or want of 
love for men's souls^ or fear of ridicule^ that 
keeps us silent. 



I observe, however, that there are some 
religious subjects, which people will not 
object to talk about in society, as the power 
and wisdom of God^ the evidences of re- 
ligion, ecclesiastical history, disputed doc- 
trines, and generally, matters of specu- 
lation — But peculiarly christian subjects, 
as the sinfulness of man, the blessed atone- 
ment of Christ, the influence of the spirit, 
prayer, necessity of holiness, and, in gen- 
eral, practical and personal religion, are 
carefully excluded — we do not like to apply 

E 
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1 hearts:^^" 



the matter too closely to our own 
Oh ! that each of us could say with the 
Psalmist, " my talk hath been of thy truth 
and of thy salvation" 

Exhort people to make use of their eyes 
wherever they go, and to reflect on the 
wonders of creation perpetually displayed 
before them, not only the grand objects of 
Nature, snn, moon, stars, sea, &c. — but 
flowers, plants, insects. — It is an excellent 
method for leading to communion with 
God ; — it will tend much to keep the heart 
in a thoughtful, pious frame. 

You will often hear people say of a par* 
ticular town or neighbourhood, in which 
they dwell, " I believe there is not a worse 
place in all the world"— \Vhat is the reason 
of it ? — not because it really is the worst, 
or perhaps at a I mere corrnpt than others 
similarly situated ; — but, merely, because 
they know more of it than they do of others : 
but what a proof this is of the universal 



« 



widcedness of mankind !— The better we 
are acquainted with our fellow- creatures, 
the lower opinion do we form of their vir- 
tues ! — I wish folks would apply the remark 
a little closer home, and say, " I believe 
there is not a worse person than myself in 
the world :" — for every man knows more 
of himself, than of his neighbour; and if 
be looks within, he will find so much to 
offend and disgust hinj, that he will think 
none can be more corrupt and sinful than 
liimself. 



I have often met with people who hai 
a very bad opinion of the world in general] 
who think there is no honesty, no charil; 
BO piety, no disinterestedness, uo chastity 
in existence— and quite right are they in 
thinking that the generality of mankind 
are very deficient in these good quaUtiei 
But they say it rather from a moroi 
misanthropic spirit, than from any religioi 
view of human depravity ; — for they do n< 
in.clude themselves as partakers of the 
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common nature^ and under the same 
condemnation ; they say it rather in uaiger^ 
than in hutmUty. 



There is nothing more common than to 
hear people say^ ^^ I have no ill-will against 
any one;** — Bat this, even if it be tree, is 
but negative charity; — you must bear ^ 
good-will towards all ; — ^you must love all. 
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I do not say, merely, that you must do 
good to your neighbours; — for this you 
might do reluctantly, you might find it an 
irksome duty, and be asking how much 
good must I do ? — as if the smallest quan- 
tity would please you best — ^you must hve 
your neighbour as yourself; — and then you 
will do him all the good you can, and that 
"not grudgingly, or of necessity,"but gladly 
and cheerfully. 



January 10th, 18J7> I felt a lively comfort 
in reading the following passage in Adam's 
private thoughts,^^ Ask and ye shall have ;'* 



1 ask, therefore I have ; — the concIusR 
is certain" — Why then should 1 despond 
as snrdy as God is trcre, so surely do 'I 
know, that if I ask with faith and sinceril 
for 'spiritual blessings, God will undoubl 
ediy bestow thejn ; only as Adam justly 
says, let God choose his own time, and 
manner of giving them. 




It is but too comnaon, alas ! for sel 
inlerest to stand in the way of charity 
indeed it is the most usual impediment : — 
Mm is unchristian ; — for we ought to deny 
and to exert ourselves in behalf of our 
brethren : — but what shall we say of those, 
^ who are uncharitable, where tlieir own in- 
terest is not in the least involved ? — as in 
the case of scandal and calumny ; — this is 
pure malice, the spirit of a devil. 
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The angels, who rebelled, at least thi 
leaders of them, were more wicked tha£^ 
men, because they had no Tempter; — aiid 
I being more highly blessed, greater wasr 
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their ingratitude. — This may account 
that distinguishing mercy, by which we are 
redeemed, while they are all "reserved in 
chains under darkness until the judgment 
of the great day" — "for verily he took not 
hold of Angels ; — bat he took hold of the 
seed of Abraham." — (I believe this to be 
the true translation of Heb. ii. 16.) 

"There is joy before the Angels of God 
over one sinner that rcpentcth"^-0 ye 
Christians, imitate these blessed Spirits in 
their kind concern for sinners ; — do all ye 
can to reclaim them from their wanderings, 
and rejoice over them when brought back 
to the fold : — especially take heed that ye 
put no stumbling-blocks in their way, nor 
repel them by scorn or cold looks from 
your society. 

In a watcli, the hands are moved by the 
spring, but the motion is communicated 
through many intervening wheels : — so 
God works by many subordinate agents. 




Some people, not content with faith aniiti 
hope, wish for certainty, — This is wishinj 
for more than God designs for us \a o 
present condition ; — it is seeking for soaie- 
thing beyond our sphere ; — it is like desire 
ing to see Heaven before we go there — attr I 
this knowledge is reserved for a future state, ] 
when we shall no longer see through a J 
xlass, darkly; — it is consistent wilh God'stI 
^pointmeuts in other respects, that in thw| 1 
also we should be verj- imperfect here j— 
we might as reasonably wish to be mora 
powerful, to have the gift of foreknowledge>il 
to be able to see into the mind, &c. 



I Many people talk with approbation of i 
tbttne and religion, in general terms ; — bu|f I 
Vbat have we to do with any other thai 
particular description of virtue aucfc 
Igioa named Chrktiamty, 



Contemplative religion, enjoyed in rcadru 
io^, conversation, and meditationT is vei^ 
tightful : — bat this is ool^ the theory jr 
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Tcttgitm must be proved in practice ; — it is 
worthless if it fails fhere. — Like navigation, 
or any other art ; — it is pleasant to study 
snd to know the rules ; — hut can you g^ide 
a ship, &c. — If not, your knowledge is 
of no use. 

Faith is the gift of God — True ; so are 
health and strength; yet as a man may 
niia both of these, by neglecting to take 
care of them, so he may destroy his faith, 
or any other christian grace, by neglecting 
to nourish and cultivate it. — Read, con- 
verse, meditate, pray. 

There are objects, which, if you look at 
them with the naked eye, are very dis- 
gusting, but interpose a piece of coloured 
glass, and they seem to be of a beautiful 
hue — 90, if God beholds us, as we really 
are iu ourselves, we must be most offen- 
sive objects to Him, "who is of purer eyes 
than to behold iniquity," — but viewing us 
through the medium of Christ, He sees us 



37 



adoFned (If I may so speak) with the tints 

of his lovely image — miserable they, 
who, not having sought the benefit of that 
beautifying medium, are seen in their owu 
true colours ! — Compare also our beholding 
God through Christ, thus brought more 
within the reach of our comprehension, to 
our looking at the sun through a piece of 
Btained glass, because we could not gaze 
tipon it in all its bi'ightDess with the naked 
eye. 



You wish to lead a life of pleasure, yi 
say :^I applaud you ; — I too, am of 
same mind. — I am wholly bent on pli 
aure. — But observe ; — I amforfrwepleasui 
none of your counterfeits, that leave 
smart behind ; — and the only true pleasure 
is happiuess, and the only true happiness 
is virtue, and the only tnie virtue is n 
ligion, and the only true religion 
christian faith and practice i — thus you s( 
' that if you would be a real man of pli 
I surej you must be a. real Christian, 
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Life too short l—»Why, you throw it 
away, you waste it — It is too long, when 
spent in trifles, pleasures and sins, much 
top k)ng ;— abetter it had not been at all-— ^ 
spent in piety and virtue, it is long Plough 
to prepare us for heaven ;-^-^for then its 
whole purpose is acconaplished— rwbat aiore 
need have we of life } 

How many virtues exist and are proved 
in consequence of sin and misery ! — {)a-t 
tience, charity, temperance, &c. — So God 
brings good out of evil. 



Profession of religion was in the early 
ages often the most difficult part of it;— <^ 
many perhaps would gladly have been, 
christiaqs in secret, but feared the daugera 
of persecution — ^Times are changed ;-^-^pro«. 
fession is now the easiest part of religion—^ 
It was a test and a proof formerly ;-T-4t ia 
now a very uncertain sign. 



People oftea muroMir whQn their prayer& 



are gnmted — for inst»nce, they pray foi" 

humility i — God sees iiltlictioiis to be the 
best way of humbling them 3 — they com- 
plain when they ought to return thanl 



We say we cannot avoid being languid 
in our prayers, we cannot rouse our feelings 
though we wish it — -But, have we really 
an earnest desire for spiritual blessings ? — ' 
if so, we cannot fail sometimes to pray 
earnestly; — for that is only expressing the 
desire we have — if not, o 
.accounted for. 
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Bodily distress always excites our com- 
passion ; — how is it that we care so little 
about the spiritual wants of our fellow-M. 
creatures ? — Because we set no great vali 
I on spiritual blessings ourselves. 

Being one Sunday prevented by illni 
from going to church, I was much pleasi 
on looking out of the window, to obsei 
the streets so empty ; — do bustle, no gaiel 
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none of tlie every day noise and business; 
only here and there one or two graceless 
persons lotrr^ng about, who must have 
felt somewhat ^concerted and abasbedj^ 
one would think, at the solitude and si- 
lence that reined aroUnd— ^^where are all 
the rest?" — I thought ;— ^^and what aref 
they about? — Oh if thqr were really all 
engaged in the worships of God!' 



\f> 



David's expressions of such delight ii^ 
**meditating oa the law of the Lord/' &c^ 
(observe particularly throughout the 119th 
Psalm) have often surprised me, when I 
consider that he had noting r^eafod^ on 
which to meditate, but the books^of Mosesv 
Does it not prove that be coiiid see' deeper 
than the mere letter; and miderstood the 
law in a spiritual, and as it were; evangeli-' 
cal sense ? — But at all events, If Aw delight 
wag so great in ceading the- -Pentateuch, 
what ought ours to be, who have his divine 
Psalms, the Prophets,, and the NeW Testar^ 
ment?^wbAt would bis have been^ had he 
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been blessed with our advantages? — Oh 
that we had a more lively feeling of the 
truth of those words, "Blessed are your 
eyes, for they see, and your ears for they 
hear ; — for verily I say unto you that many 
prophets and righteous men have desired,'* 
&c. 



Many of the poor arelcept from church 
by preparations for dinner; — many of the 
rich keep their servants at home on the 
same account — ^What ! can you not make 
a little sacrifice, in so very small a matter, 
for God ? — do you think the body so much 
more important than the soul? — where then 
is self-denial and the taking the cross, if 
people cannot from a religious motive, de- 
ny themselves a hot dinner on Sunday ? — 
For my part, without meaning to boast 
(for I should be ashamed of myself if I* 
thought otherwise) I would rather dine up- 
on a crust of bread than be prevented, or 
prevent a servant, from attending divine 
service. 
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Suggested by the reasoning in Butler's 
Analogy, pari. 1. Chap. 1. 

Deprive a man of hearing, still he is the 
isame intelligent being ;— of sight, still the 
same;— of taste, smell, feeling; — ^he still 
remains internally, as before, without the 
slightest diminution of his mental facul- 
ties ; — ^he has the very same consciousness 
of personal identity, the very same reason- 
ing powers, the same memory, judgment, 
imagination, fear, hope, &c. Ima^ne him 
iK>w, not only bereaved of his senses, I 
mean the external ones, but deprived of 
«ill bodily power in additioq ;— Why is he 
not still the same? — the medium through 
which he receives some impressions, and 
the instrument, by which he performs cer- 
tain actions, is become useless and inope- 
rative, but he, the living agent, is the 
same — this is death. 



I am surprised at the coldness of dbar- 
ity ; — for I am sure that a person of mer^ 
natural humanity would delight to relieve 
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distress ;-— and I am sure that a christian 
would much more delight to exhibit bis 
love towards bis merciful Lord by succour- 
ing those^ whom He has condescended to 
call His brethren ; — he would rejoice in the 
opportunity of showing a double love^-^ 
love to God^ and love to man* 



a 



This day thou shalt be with me in Pa^- 
radise" — ^The body did not go— therefore 
the soul is the man. ( I believe this i9 from 
Butler.) 



It is a proof how interested we are. about 
the lapse of time, that every one endea^ 
vours to possess a watch— I wish men's 
watches taught them more wisdom. 



If Ghosts really were permitted to show 
themselves to men, I wish to know why 
they only appear in the night ? — does not 
this notion prove that /ear is the author of 
every such tale ? — it is precisely at those 
times, and those alone^ when our imagina- 
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lions are most liable to*be led astray^ that 
these fancied visions haunt us. 



Standing in a meditative mood and ga- 
zing at the flowers in a garden, I observed 
the following insects, and made reflections 
upon the ways of each comparing them 
with those of mankind; — the reflections 
however I have not time to put down ; — 
they will readily suggest themselves — There 
comes a Bee, who, by his steady 'flight, and 
patient investigation of every flower, shows 
that he is always intent on some serious 
business; — ^he does not allow himself a 
moment for sport — ^Then comes a gilded 
Fly, bustling and buzzing and making a 
great fuss, but I could not discover that he 
had any object in view ; — ^he merely pass- 
es to and fro, in a great hurrj' and does 
nothing — ^Then a Butterfly, with his irre- 
gular wavering flight, as if carried about 
by every air, and having no will or reso- 
lution or purpose of his own ; — ^he lights 
occasionally on a flower or a leaf, but it is 
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only to expand his gaudy wings of which 
he seems so vain^ and to glisten in the 
sun — ^Then a Wasp, as busy as the Bee, 
but not for the good of bis community nor 
to provide for future need ;: — ^his only object 
Ls present and selfish gratification; — and 
though so useless to others he is hasty to 
resent the least interference with his owa 
pursuits. 



Some people think it heathenish to speak 
of ^^Sunday" ; — others consider it metho- 
distical to use only the term "Sabbath,** 
or the "Lord's-day" : — I think it foolish 
to make this, a matter of great consequence 
either one way or the other ; — and worse 
than foolish to draw uncharitable conclu- 
sions from either practice. — Certainly it 
would be more consistent if Christians 
would use the Christian appellation : — ^but 
it strikes me as a happy coincidence, that 
the heathen term for that blessed day, as 
truly as the day itself, is " the best of all 
the seven ;*' — the name of any other day 
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would ha\re been still more objectionable :-*- 
we can now apply the name in a Christian 
seme, aAd consider the day as dedicated 
to the honour and worship of the *^ Sun of 
Righteousness^ who rose with healing on 
his ^lngs;'*^^and we can compiate the 
light ofthat glorious orb, which spreads its 
beams throughout all nature, to the light 
of the glorious gospel of Jesus Christy to 
that "true light which lighteneth every 
man that cometh into the worid.^' 
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Romans xvi. 24. ^^The grace of our 
Lord Jesus €hrist be with you all, — am6n/* 
Scott justly remarks " that nothing like 
this language is used in the name of any 
Prophet or Apostle, in the whole scrip- 
ture"— ^How absurd would sound, '*the 
grace of Moses, or the grace of Mafthelv'^ 
be with you all !" Does not this prove 
the Divinity of Christ ? — ^what then, when 
We read, ^^the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the love of God and the iPd* 
lowship of the Hbly Ghost, be ^fli ym 
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all.". Jesiis Christ not only associated in 
the most familiar manner with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit^ but even namc^ 

'"" _ I 

How selfish a than must be, who makes 
his whole family and dearest friends mise- 
rable, by leading a vicious life only to in- 
dulge his own vile passions! — Selfishness 
is in fact at the bottom of ail sin; — what 
an admirable precept therefore, "thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thy self ;" — if a man 
attended to this he would not plunge his 
friends in grief and I'uin, by drunken ai 
other evil courses. 



People who trifle with sin, thinking thi 
they can at any time repent and be convi 
ted, littleconsider what difficulties they al* 
laying up for themselves ; it is not so easy 
to undo the evil consequences of sin, as 

ito commit the sin— It is easy to swallow 
poison, but not easy to counteract, or get 
rid of it; — It is easy to inflict a iroand. 



1 
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but not so to heal it ; — It is easy to ad- 
dict one's self to drunkenness, but not 
so to break off from the habit, nor to check 
the disease thereby introduced into the 
constitution ; — it is easy to commit forni- 
cation or adultery, but not so to prevent 
or remedy all the mischief and misery that 
commonly result from it — and so in all 
cases, evil is quickly done, but slowly un- 
done, if it ever be so entirely — ^We ought 
to reflect seriously upon this, we know 
not what we may be doings when we glye 
way to our vicious propensity j- — ^weknow 
not what a train of mischief may follow — 
most thankful ought we to be, whenever 
we are enabled to combat an evil desire 
with success 5 — ^if we yield, we know not 
how much we may thereby increase the 
Devil's power over us, or to what extent 
we may have deprived ourselves of the aid 
of the Holy Spirit — Solomon says ^*the 
beginning of strife is as when one letteth 
out water J — therefore leave off contention 
before it be meddled with"— Put '^ sin " 
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for "strife" and " wickedness '* for "con- 
tention," and you will have an observa- 
tion equally true, and an admonition equally 
important. 



The History of the Jews contained in 
the sacred writings is very extraordinary j— 
read the history of any other nation ; — of 
what a totally different character! — it is 
so short, so peculiar ! — the sole object of 
the writer seems to have been to give an 
outline of their reUgious history, to recftrd 
the most remarkable of the dealings of 
God with them as a nation, and their be- 
haviour also towards God.— It very much 
confirms my faith to reflect upon this. 



The scriptures frequently speak of the 
union of believers with Christ; — "1 am 
the vine, ye are the branches, &c." " I 
in them, and they in me, &c." "in whona 
the whole building fitly compacted, &c." 
" Ye are the body of Christ and members 
in particular," and much more to the same 
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effect.— This is a great mystery:— but I 
do imagino tliat, hereafter^ there will be 
the closest and most intimate connection 
between Christ and the redeemed, and be* 
tween the several members of this glorious 
Church 5— that there will be one spirit per- 
vading them all, so that they shall scarcely 
feel . as if they were separate incUviduals, 
but all united into one whole— ^that an in"< 
fluence shall extend from Christ through 
all, linking and combining them togethelr, 
asP well as drawing them to himself — my 
meaning may be illustrated by the pheno- 
menon of a magnet attracting one thing 
to which you may suspend another, to that 
a third and so on to a great extent, all 
adhering to each other, and in connection 
with the magnet, from which the influence 
originally proceeds, forming the bond of 
union, by which they are attached botb to 
it, and to each other. 



Uri. 



Ooing home in a very dark evening, I 
thought with myself i — ^^Hhis is very like^ 
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tnon^ joDrney through the world ; — he has 
a very indistinct perception of all things ;— 
there is a mystery and obscurity, which- 
ever way he looks ; — yet he has just light 
enough to find his way, and with that he 
ought to be satisfied." 

St. Mat. xvi. 27. "The Son of Man 
shall come in the gloiy of his Father" — a 
sentence worthy of remark ; — for in these 
few words Christ calls Himself both the 
8on of man, and the Sou of God. 

' The endeavour to check a man in the 
career of an evil habit, is too oilcn like the 
casting of some obstruction in the channel 
of a stream ;— the current is stopped for a 

; few moments, but it soon swells, bears 
away the impediment, or leaps over it and 

I proceeds in its accustomed course. 

I We end all our prayers, I mean in the 

Liturgy, with words to this effect, "through 

L Jesus Christ our Lord" — I am afraid these 
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most important words are by many persons 
very little regarded; — I wish the prayers 
sometimes commenced with the acknowledge- 
ment that we approach God only through 
our Mediator; — then we might carry the 
thought along with us throughout the whole. 



^^Let us rest assured that there is not 
a terror of the Lord which is not winged 
by mercy ; — and then the shaft which pe- 
netrates will wound us but to heal"— 
(Bp. Jebb's Sermons) This beautiful simile 
might be varied by saying that '* the sharp 
arrows of the Lord are winged by feathers 
plucked from the gentle dove, that bird 
of love and peace, the emblem of the holy 
Comforter," or to that effect. 



Some say the scriptures must be very 
easy and intelligible, because intended for 
ally even the most ignorant. — But were not 
ministers designed to instruct the igno- 
rant ? — I do not doubt that this was part 
of a concurrent Providence — Our Saviour 
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frequently delivered his doctrines so that 
not only indifferent hearers^ but even the 
twelve did not understand him ;-^ut Uien 
he was always ready to give an explan- 
ation to those who honestly desired it— ^ 
that learning is necessary in order to the 
right understanding of the scriptures^ is 
manifest iu one instance at leasts viz. the 
necessity of acquiring a knowledge of an- 
tient languages-suppose I take a Greek 
Testament and read a passage to an illiter 
rate congregation; — ^*We do not under- 
stand a word of it" — "How comes that 
my friends ?— this is tb6 language. in which 
it was written^ and it was intended for 
the most ignorant,"— "Yes, Sir, but then 
it was ordained that some learned person 
should put it into our own language for us" — 
Now does not this same observation apply 
just as truly to the matter as to the lan- 
guage of scripture ? — it was ordained that 
fiome better instructed person should ex- 
plain the difficult parts to the more ig^^ 
norant, 

H 
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Moreover^ it by no means follows, he* 
cause it will be enough for the ignorant 
to understand the scriptures as they can^ 
that it is therefore enough for those of 
higher abilities to understand them as the 
ignorant— -4t is enough for the poor widow 
to give two mites, but that is not to be the 
measulie of the rich man's alms^— ^'onto 
whomsoeror much is giVen, of hkn will 
much be required^*' are words that apply 
equally to all the gifts with which ^ProVi- 
dence has endowed us. 



1 Cor. ii« d, ^^ And I was with you ib 
weakness, and in fear, and in much trem* 
bling^'-^How little do we ministers in ge* 
neral feel of that distrust of ourselves and 
anxiety for our flocks, which weighed so 
heavily upon the mind of the great and in- 
spired apostles ! 



The difference between one who has fits 
and starts of religion, and one who, being 
in the general tenor of his life religiouB, 
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is occasionally perplexed with doubts and 
overcome by human iufirmity, is the same 
as that between a dark night with oc- 
casional terrific flashes of lightening, and 
a bright day with a cioud now and then 
crossing the sun. 



The Gospel History relates that Chi 
was crucified at the I^ssover, and ihat the' 
Holy Spirit was first poured out on the 
day of Pentecost. — ■ Suppose the narrative 
to be a fabrication; — how remarkable that 
impostors should have selected those two 
great festivals, when multitudes came to- 
gether from all quarters, as the seasons to 
which they referred the most public and 
wonderful miracles! — is not this an utter 
defiance of all the ordinary maxims of 
prudence and conning? — What simpletons 
they must have been ! — or rather, is not 
the truth of the facts, hereby more con- 
firmed ? — and does it not also appear, that 
•the providence of God purposely selected 
those seasons, that some intimations of 
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Christianity might be very extensively pro- 
pagated ? 



Yoa stay away from Church, because 
you have Dot clothes fit to appear in! — 
Why 1 would much rather see you come 
with your ragged garments and torn shoes 
than those gay persons with their finery — 
But do not condemn them] — they come 
perhaps oat of pride and vanity to shew 
their fine dresses; — ^you stay away XMit of 
pride and vanity^ because you have not fine 
dresses to come in.-— Remember it is solely 
on account of man that you are ashamed 
to come;— 'for God, you must be aware^ 
sees you in your bad clothes though you 
stay at home. 



^^ When the sun arisetb^ they get them 
away, and lay them down in their dtns*'— 
So sin files from the face of religion. 



John viii. 31. ^^Then said Jesus to those 
Jews which believed on him> if ye contiuae 



in my word, than ye are my disciples in- 
deed." &c. — Christ did not therefore teach 
the doctrine of finnl perseverance ; — for by 
that doctrine the supposition {if ye con- 
tinue &cO is needless it cannot be other- 
wise — for observe, these people had re- 
ceived grace to believe. 

People err greatly, who estimate their 
gnilt by the actual number of sins they 
have committed; — a thief for instance, 
has stolen only so many times, a drunkard 
has been drunk only so many times. But 
the one has always been in a tkievish, and 
' the other always in a dnmken disposition. 

When a person is very angry, we cannot 
' bear the outward ngjig of his perturbed 
' feelings, the loud vociferations, the fierce 

and distorted countenance, the menacing 
' attitude — How abominable must the furi- 
' ous and agitated ndncC appear to God, who 
' so loves tranquility and peace ! — BxteniJ 

this to other paeslons; — tha bodily ex- 
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pregsion of them all is batefal to us; — tbe 
mental state must be infinitely more so to 
God. 



Col. iii. 5. ^'Covetousness which is 
idolatry'' £pb. v. 5^ '^Covetuous man, who 
is an idolater," There is a good comment 
on these expressions in 1 Tim. vi. 17- 
^^ Charge them that jare rich in this world, 
that ,they be not high minded, nor /n»^ in 
uncertain rkhea but in the Umnff God, who 
giveth us richly all things to. eiyoy/' It 
seems to me, that the setting qf our hearts 
upoft riches or any other worldly object, 
in preference Xo God, is not merely the 
same as idolatry^ but much worse, for 
those, who set up an Idol, did it under 
the influence of certain religious notions, 
though most ignorant and errqneoufif ;r— 
they proposed to themselves spme^ object 
of worship as God : — whereas those, who 
fix their attention upon earthly thingSj do 
so in direct contempt and disregard of 
God, and in defiance of religion. 
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Mat. xviii. 3. "Verily [ say ddM yoit 
except ye be converted and become as 
little children, ye shall not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven" — Oh what H-oik have 

I nc grown ui> people to get back to the 
simplicity and iimocenGe of children ! what 

. a difficult thing is this conversion! "I'urn 
Bs, O Lord, and so shall we be turned." 

■\ Our prayer book contains many hidden 
r. excellencies in those services, which few 
tijieople ever heard or read. — I recommend 

- to the constant use of all christians, "the 
f'prnyer for unity," in the office of the King's -m 

- accession. ..■ 

■ — i^ 

Heathens worshipped, and still worship 
k devils; — some christians worship angels, 
and saints inferior to angels — Both almost 
; equally wrong; — the one at least as wrong 
k' for a. christian with his superior knowledge, 
v as the other for a heathen, with his lease 
I, illumination. 
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ith his lessei^^ 
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I am 8 are all that carelessness and in- 
difference to religion, which we see among 
professors, arises from want of faith; — ^for 
it is quite impossible that any one shonM 
so slight God or nndenralve his own soul 
md eternity, if he believed those things to 
be trae which are written in the gospel*— 
^^ Lord increase my faith.' 
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We wish to have portraits of oar dearest 
fnends that we may seem to perpetuate 
their existence after death ; it is but a cold 
comfort, a mere shadow of happiness;-^ 
indeed, perhaps it is productive of' mtich 
pain — Let friends excite each other to make 
heaven their aim, and then they will enjoy 
each other's society again, and for ever—* 
God Almighty grant it^ for Jesus Christ's 
sake, amen* 



The general aim and object of a man's 
life should be to ||lorify- God ;— ^nVhether 
we eat or drink, or whatever we do, let us 
do all to the glory of God/'— Try men by 
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this text, and it will be an useful reflection 
to think how little religion there is in the 
world !— Yet it is most certain that truly 
religious persons do make this the rule 
of their lives; and it is only those, who 
are very deficient in religion, that find any 
difficulty in comprehending such a motive 
of action. 



^' Bless them that curse you, and pray 
for them that despitefuUy use you and per* 
secute you" — Oh, that we would always 
strive to fulfil this commandment to the 
very letter I — Bat how much is it neglected 

4 

even by advanced christians ! — Most men 
do the very contrary. . , 



Of what vast importance it is, that all true 
Christians should do what they can in their 
own spheres, for the furtherance of the gos- 
pel ; especially those in high stations — Be 
not satisfied to keep your own ground ; — 
make it a point to extei^ God's kingdom 
to the utmost of your power. 
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Christ said nnto the Paralytic/^Arise^ take 
up thy bed, and go unto thine house, ''—a 
moment before he could not have done it 
how can he do it now ? He feels new 
strength in consequence of his faith in 
Christ. — So Christ says to the sinner/^fol- 
low me" ; — ^he could not do it himself, but^ 
if he has faith, he makes the attempt and 
succeeds, through Christ, who strengthen- 
eth him." {SuggtBted bg Scott) 



The following reflections occurred to me 
on hearing of an accidental death. — You 
feel yourselves secure of life, becausie you 
are strong and healthy, and in no danger 
perhaps; — now let me remind yon of what 
has happened, often, and will often happen 
again, — and why not, pray, to any of you} 
A man '^hastes to rise up early, in the 
morning, that he may '^ go forth to his work 
and to his labour until the evening"; — ^he 
forgets perhaps to address himself to the 
^^Ood of his lift and of his salvation," in 
prayer, for his guidance and protection du- 



:Hh? the day, for a blessing upon hia ei 
^ns, for preservation from sin under the 
temptations to which be may be exposed) 
in short he goes out alone, without Got^ j 
t#)at is, without God in all his thoughts,— 
'though he cannot prevent Him from being 
■bout his path, — he seta actively to work 
"*bouE his usual business j — he knows of do 
4itnger at hand, he perceives none; — to-? 
dsy is as yesterday ; — how can he be less 
Ltecure? — in the midst of his work his mind 
^ running on various subjects; religion 
Bees not intrude ; that js reserved for the 
ked of sickness and death: — no, he thinks 
tot his prospects in life, how he shall inr i 
Jtreiise his means, how he shall thrive ia^ 
le world J — perhaps he looks forward to 
le end of the day, when he shall adjoura 
■«pith his dissipated companions to the ale- 
se, and close his labours with revelry^ 
drunkenness, gambling, riot, profane and j 
■bscenc conversation; — in the mean whilt^ I 
work proceeds as usual; — he finds no I 
^batcnieut of his health, or strength, of J 
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spirits ; — ^he is in the full possession of life» 
and all its powers ; — the sun shines over 
his head; the world is all around him» 
his associates are all actively engaged at 
their several tasks; — observations pass from 
one to another ; — improper jolces^ words of 
contention, oaths are intermingled | it is the 
same scene as yesterday ; there is no differ- 
ence whatever; — why should he be near 
the end of his life? — ^whatsympton is there 
of death ? all this continues up to a certain 
moment ; — the moment before, every thing 
was still as usual ; — his foot slips ! he falls ! 
he is dashed violently on the ground ! his 
companions crowd around a senseless and 
motionless body ! he is dead !-^-4ind the 
whole world is to him as if he had never 
been in it! — and he is gone to render an ao* 
count of his life to the God who gave it to 
be employed in his service ! — Oh ! what '■ 
shall I say unto you, but that which Christ 
said to all, "watch!" for ye know not 
when the time is. 
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"Whatever ye shall ask in prayer, bell 
istg, ye shall receive." many other passa- 
ges declare that faith is necessary to the 
success of prayer — so it must be ; you may 
want a blessing, but you cannot oak for it 
without faith; faith tbat God hears, that 
he Jioa the blessing in his gift, and that for 
Christ's sake. He will bestow it, if duly 
sought. 

What excellent powers and faculties man 
has ! how miserable he uses them ! especi- 
ally speech and the endowments of the 
mind. 

*' Be ye kind one towards another, ten- 
der hearted, forgiving one another, even as 
God for Christ's sake has forgiven you" — 
St. Paul cannot mean here, that God had 
absolutely and unconditionally forgiven 
those very individuals to whom he was 
writing; for if they did not attend to his 
admonition, they would not be forgiven ; — 
BO our Saviour says, "i f ye forgive not mea 
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their trespasses, neither will your Father 
forgive you your trespasses;'' "so like- 
wise shall my Holy Father do also unto 
you, if ye from your hearts forgive not 
every man his brother their trespasses."— 
The apostle meant therefore, "even as God^ 
for Christ's sake, has offered forgiveness 
upto maakind." 



Hints towards a ^sermon, oh the right 
mode of hearing.-^ 

If you aU heard aright, then I need not 
address you on the subject ; but I cannot 
indulge in so pleasing a thought. 

If there are any who pay no attention 
whatever, (which is very likely,) to- them^ 
of course, I speak in vain. 

I must take therefore the case of those, 
who do hear what I say, but are conscious 
that they have never derived any benefit. 

1st. Those who are Bfearing merely for 
amusement or curiosity, — "some new 
thing" — quote Ezekiel xxxiii. 30 to the 
end of the chapter. 
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2ndly. Those who are inclined to object 
to the strong representation made in ser- 
mons^ — " Search the sacred scriptures daily, 
whether those things are so." 

3rdly. Those who have a slight, but 
hitherto ineffectual wish to profit — Pray, 
read, converse, meditate, — think, ^Hhis 13 
intended not merely for my information, 
but for my reformation, not merely for my 
head, but for ray heart and life." — 1 would 
not give a straw for all the knowledge iu 
the world, for all the christian knowledge 
that was not practical : one sentence imr 
bibed into the heart is worth more than a 
thousand carried away only in the head— 
" though I have all knowledge and not 
charity," &c. Just as true, if it were f^all 
knowledge, and not humility," ^^all know- 
ledge and not purity," consider, "this 
I am to practice, to feel, not merely to 
know." 

I prove to you, for instance, that you 
are sinners; — is it enough to know Xhh} 
no ; — therefore be humble, repent, pray 
for conversion, and for pardon, &c. 
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I show you from the scripture the great 
mercy of Qod in Christ ; — are you satisfied 
to know it merely } no, be thankful^ receive 
him as a Saviour, &c. 

I show you the need of spiritual aid; 
therefore pray for it, &c. 

I show you the vanity of earthly happi-r 
ness ^—therefore set it at nought and seek 
heaven. 

Nor is it enough to feel, to desire, to 
*ear, to love, to hope, &c. at the moment: 
these feelings, not cherished, will soon 
pass away ; Herod heard John gladly, Fe- 
lix trembled, Agrippa was almost persua- 
ded; — ^neither of them was converted—^ 
pray that you may profit. 



It is extraordinary how the notion should 
be entertained of the indiscriminate mercy 
of God, which will forgive every things- 
How can men know any thing about God 
with certainty, but by revelation ? or, if 
they judge of Him, by providential dispen«t 
s^tions, and what they call the natural 



course of things (wherein we see that vice 
is geDerally, if not always, attended with 
unhappiness and evil consequences) they 
would have more reason to conclude, that 
He will punish the guilty hereafter, thao 
that he will pass over all sin indifTerentl 



What utter indifference to character in 
ordinary society — an Adulterer, a Seducer, 
a Drunkard, a Swearer, a Cheat, an Infidel, 
all are perfectly well received in some 
quarters, if they have but family or for- 
tune to recommend thorn : but few car^ 
whether the persons they associate wil 
are going to Heaven or Hell. 

You will loi'e Christ in proportion as you 
believe in and value his atonement : and 
you know that he says, "he that loveth 
me, kcepcth my commandments:" there- 
fore you will keep the commandments of 
Christ, in proportion aa you believ 
yalue his atoncmEnC. 
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Some one speaking of the noble frank* 
ness of the Evangelists who do not conceal 
faults^ total failures and lapses^ and are 
impartial alike to friend and foe^ says^ ^^one 
is constantly reminded of God^ who carmot 
lie/' 



You know the common in^trutnents for 
ascertaining the state of the air ; they do 
XkoV e(mse*i\xt heat or cold^ the moisture or 
dryness ; they only indicate these things : 
so, dress, neglect of public worship, slander^ 
light conversation, profane swearing, &c., 
do not cavse your unchristian state, but 
jthey show the unchristian state you are in* 
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